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MAY 1981 


EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting: lst May ~ ie ees Beekeeping" - Mr. G. Jamieson 


Meeting * | 5th June = ‘Stella Bedggzood Memorial Lecture: 


Mr. P. Trusler ~ "The Artist in Nature" 
Cyrene Vemme: St. Paul's Hall. 
ord May ~ Sunday ~ Bull dey: Linton 
Leader =~ Mx. F. Fry 
7th June — Sunday ~ Full day: Bittern Legoon - Working Bee 
leaders ~ Mr, D. Evans, Mrs. P, Murphy 


Excursion 


. * . é a Ms 
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President: Dr. F. HARRAP > Phone! 301651: Meetings, as specified, are held In the Administrat- 


: : : ion Building of the School of Mines and Industries, , 
Vice-pres: Mrs;-M. ROTHERAM: Phone 31 4054. Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 


Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS | Phone 312210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 


ic | CROCKERS, Cnr. STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 
Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS : Phone 327721  pattarAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor; Mr, J. NETHERWAY Phone 32 7296 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. ° 


. 


NEW MEMBER, Mr. Trevor luomb was welcomed at the April meeting 
and was wished a long amd happy association with the club. — 


STELLA BEDGGOOD MEMORTAL LEGTURE: “The Artist in Nature”. 
|All menbers, friends and interested people are invited to attend. 
Would members please bring items for the trading table. 


LINTON EXCURSION. After a visit to the Devil's Kitchen, the rest 
of the morning will be spent at the Bird Observers’ Block, 1 
where we Will have lunch. Members who cannot come in the morning 


can join us for lunch, or for the afternoon at the 92 mile 
Dlock, Skipton Road. 


~- 


BRISBANE RANGES CAMP-OUT «- MARCH 28-29 
Fifteen members went to the Brisbane Ranges on a spotlighting 
outing, The weather was exceptionally good, We arrived at the 
campsite Saturday afternoon about S$ p.m. and set up camp. We 
then looked for autumn flovering orchids = those found were 
Prasophyllum nigricans and PR morrissii, which head both just 
Finished flowering. Also seen were Parson's Bands (Eriochilus 
cucul ‘Latus) and Autumn Greenhood (Pterostylus revoluta) not 
wet fully out. 
Then to the night's spotlighting, and apart from kangaroos, the 
only other nocturnal wanderers were ring-tailed possums, a total 
of 5 being seen. Also some rather lovely moths were attracted 
to-the licht. : 
Sunday we went back to Track 21 and saw a powerful owl with a 
crow partly eaten. We also saw a koala with a young one nearby. 
The Ranger said the owl had a small koala the day before. We 
then went on to Nelson's Lookout but there was too mich haze; 
the black sheoeaks were really lovely, Back at the camp some 
Scouts had found a collered sparrow-hawk with a broken neck. : 
Gerri Low saw 2 smell animal, probably a fat-tailed dunnart or a 
brown entechinus, Then home and so ended a most enjoyable 


overnight camp-out. i Pink 


All who attended thank Lindsay for his thorough organization of 
this urmisuel and most enjoyable outing. ; Eaitor. 
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“Victorian Native Figh" ~ a talk by Dr. PB, Cadwallader. 
W ariety ative £3 t x April meets 
Dri EREiiip atnulianersksct natbers.cathcation ate teres 
of the research and breeding techniques of the Murray Cod, 
Even though this is our largest freshwater fish, very little 
has been known of its life history. 
In 1951 a pilot breeding scheme was started at Lake Charleygrark, 
Bach large static pond (20 metres x 80 metres and 2 metres deep), 
With no flow-through, was stocked 
with 12 to 16 Murrey Cod. These 
ponds are self sufficient with 
yebbies, goldfish etc., but cooked 
liver is sometimes added. Ponds 
are netted twice a year and fish 
tagsed and checked for growth. 
They must be handled with cheese-~ 
sloth dipped.in methyline blue (a 
fungicide) and the. fish itself is 
dipped in it before its release. 
Drums are laid on their sides in A AROSE 
the water and tied to the bank so Ecc eeAST yy 5 

; 2 ERE TO STICKS Witich ARE 
they can be easily reached to : PULLED OUT AT REGULAR INTERUALS 
remove the slats which have the | | 
sticky eggs adhering to them, Eight of these spawning units are 
placed in each pond. | 
In October —- November, when the temperature at the bottom of 
the pond reaches 20°C, spawning starts. The cod do not need 
rising water to spawn, amd lay 10,000 to 200,000 eggs. The 
eggs are removed and placed in carry boxes and then into covered 
hatching boxes containing aerated Plowing watere 
In the early stages there was trouble with fung™ on the eggs, 
so after experimenting, chemicals are now used for control. 
Eggs hatch in 6 = 9 days and live on their yolk sacs. When 
fish are 6 - 9 mm long they are transferred to 2' x 1* x 1! 
tanks in the temperature controlled aquarium room After 
sbsorbing the yolk sac the young fish are fed on newly-hatched 


brine shrimp. 
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Trying to grow the cod to 200 mm before releasing, they found 
the Clark swimming pool to be the most successful. the fish 
only grew if the water was at least 16°C. If temperature 
Grops lower, fish stop feeding. Now pools are covered with 
comes and have warm water flowing. When the fish reach 

oO ~ 40 mm they become very aggressive so pieces of P.V.C. 
pipe are placed in the pools to give protection. In the wild, 
mayfly, stonefly, yabbies, redfin etc. prey on the eggs. 
Dr. Cadwallader also spoke on the Macquarie perch. Dartmouth 
Dam has the largest population of these fish in Australia. 
People are Sllegally catching up to 200 of these perch a day 
there, so any wonder they are elessed as an endangered species. 
When temperatures of the inflowing streams reach 164°C the 
verch move out of the dem and into the streams to spawn. 
This year there has been very good spawning in the Mitte Mitta 
At the end of the evening, members showed their interest by 
esting mimerous questions which were ably answered. The 
Murrey Cod belongs to the groper family. It has a close 
relation, the Trout Cod. The Murray Cod are eating European 
caro in the Murray system. At the Narrandera Research 

tation they breed European carp to feed their cod, The best 
years for spawning of our native fish is after floods, etc. 
Our thanks and eporeciation was extended to our guest speaker 


py Bill Murphy. ; Sp: 
ean LSEX. 
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Mt. Erip Excursion 
Ten merbers of the F.N.C.B. were present at the start of the 


full day excursion to Mt.. Erip and.the Crossing, while three 
more arrived at lunchtime. A little time was lost on the 
way to our destination as the Netherways were unfortunate to 
puncture a tyre. dack must be as ex member of Peter Brock's 
pit team for by the time we returned to see if they were in. 
trouble, he had changed the wheel and was on his wey agein, 


Giving a cheery wave to the relief vehicle heading in the . 


opposite direction, ° 
AS the Crossing our leader, Frank Harrop, decided to take us 
cown stream of the Woady Yellock to see the eagle's nest 


4, 
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This part of the creek is most picturesque; in places the rock 
walls rise sheer from the water in spectacular fashion ana 
there are many large pools reflecting the beautiful eucalypts. 
The day was quite warm, and by the time we reached our 
Objective, various members were discussing such things as 
water bottles ani other out-of-reach refreshments back in 
their cars. One apple, which was nowhere near enough for the 
multitude, was, I believe, the suin total of our rations, 

When we did arrive back at the parking area, we found Pat and 
Bill Murvhy sitting in the shade, just finishing off their 
barbecue lunch - that was really rubbing salt into the wound 
Anywey, lunch was taken and in a short while we were all 
rearing to go again. 7 

This time we headed for the timbered slopes of Mt. Erip. 
Numerous birds were seen - Scarlet and Yellow Robins, Ney 
Holland and White Plumed Honeyeaters, Brown Flycatcher, 
Restless Flycatcher, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Brown Goshawk, 
Peregrine Falcon, During the afternoon the sky became very 
dark and threatening. The various weather experts agreed 

we would get no rein but needless to say we just made it back 
to the cars before the heavens opened. Heavy rain ani heil, 
the size of peas, came down, but within ten minutes it had 
passed and the scent of the rein~freshened earth was really 
refreshing. Afternoon tea was taken and ut was decided a 
quick trip to Devil's Kitchen would be a nice way to finish 
the day. Peter Fry led the way to a secluded spot along the 
ercele, and calmly informed us that it was known as the "Nude's 
Nook". As usual, it was our lucky day = the place was 
deserted. Not to be dismayed, we started a pebbleskinming 
contest. If this ever becomes an Olympic event, Georf Hocking 
would have no worries at all in winning the first gold medal. 


This was a most enjoyeble dey - a pity a few more members 
were not there to enjoy it with use It would be nice to 
see some of our newer members coming along On our outings - 
aon't be shy, this is the best way to get to know your 
fellow metbers. I sometimes wonder if perhaps some of our 
who are not too knowledgeable in the science of 


Cc 


new members, 


botony, or picking the difference in the various birds, might 


feel they would be a little embarrassed. If this is the 
case, cast sway your fears and join us on the next excursion « 
you will find it most rewarding. To Dr. Frank Harrop a vote 
of thanks for a marvellous day's outing. 


Lis Restless Flycatcher, White Throated Treecreeper, 
Witte Siinea Honeyeater, Eastern Spinebill, White Naned 

aateee ter New Holland or Yellow Winged Honeyeater, Yellow 
Robin, Scarlet Robin, Brown Flycatcher, Red Browed Finch, 
Wagteil, Brown and Striated Thornbill, Seago Thornbill, ~- 
Grey Fantail, White Browed Serub Wren, Blue Wren, 
Kookaburra, Femele Golden Whistler, Welcome Swallow, Tree 
Martin, Brown Hawk, Brown Goshawk, Wedge-tailed Eagle, 
Eastern and Crimsoh Rosellas, Marpie. 


Ken Hammond. 


BIRD NOTES. 


The highlight of recent visits to Mosquito Flat has been 

the invasion of White=-browed wood swallows, which have been 
present since early March. Over Easter weekend, they were 
there in many hundreds and this a bird which before March 

I had only seen on few occasions and never more than in 
-ones and twos. The birds were everywhere with occasionally 
very large mumbers wheeling and chattering over the tree 
tops. The white-browed wood swallow is a much more vocal 


bird than the dusky wood swallow with a wide range of notes 
and calls - Pizzey describes the voice as: “Flight call, 
musical ‘chap, chap!, sweet miner-like notes and harsh 


scoldings, - quiet song including mimicry". 


The birds ere constantly on the move in the flowering 
eucalypts; there appears to be mich more blossom than there 
was in 1979 end 1980, (I noted for April 26th, 1980 = 


moderately windy, not meny birds). 
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Not so this year. The area is full of birds with many 
lorikeets: little, musk and purple-crowned and honey~eaters: 
in 2 visits over Easter I noted ten species including 
Singing and black-chinned, 


The lorikeets hurtle noisily through the trees and then 
settle in the blossom for a short stay before they are off 
again. They too chatter away while they are feeding, 
with the purple-crowned being the quietest of the three 
species. All blend in well with the vegetation and are often 
hard to see even when you stand under the tree in which they 
are feeding or preening. Unlike the honeyeaters, they seem 
to be feeding in trees where the blossom is not yet fully 


open. 


As always the fuscous honeyeater is the conmonest of the 
honeyeaters with much smaller rmumbers of yellow-tufted and 
white=naped honeyeaters. Singing, black chinned, white-~ 
plumed, yellow-faced and yellow-winged honeyeaters occur — 
singly or in very small numbers. Brown=headed honeyeaters 


are present ina few small groups.’ 


Also of interest are the white-backed swallows. Prior to 
February 2lst this year I had only once seen one bird over 
the main dam but since February I've seen them on all the 
six occasions I've visited the flat, sometimes a single bird, 
once in some mumbers in flight. On Easter Saturday three 
white=-backed swallows obligingly rested on the top of a 

dead tree only to be chivvied off hy a yellow-tufted 


' 


honeyeater. 


n the two visits over Haster, 


A wedge~tailed eagle showed up Oo 
meee se On both occasions it 


for the first time in two yearse 
glided off to the west. 
Te 


the multitude of blossom, the white-browed wood swallows, the 
..lorikeets and the honeyeaters and the perfect Easter weather 
211 combined to provide rewarding bird watching. 


Rr. Harrap. 


Rms involved in Motuelism. 


Motusiiem: a condition of symbiosis in which two associated 
organisms contribute mutually to the well-being of each 

other, Such is the relationship of the emu and the nitre 
bush (Nitraria billerdiere). 

As the fruit of the nitre bush ripens in the Riverina of 
south-eastern Australia, flocks of voracious emis descend upon 
the cherry-like fruit for their manual fegst. At the peak © 
of the season (late su: ner), the fruit can comprise up to 

96 per cent of the birds’ diet. This over~indulgence 
benefits the nitre bush by considerably assisting the 


germination of its seed 
One experinient by the Division of Land Resources Management 


at Deniliquin, NSW, found 62 per cent of emiedigested seed 
germinated comps ered with only 6 per cent of seed picked from 
the bush. : | 

Up to. 7,800 fruit stones have been found in the gastro- 
intestinal trect of one bird, making the emu a powerful factor 
in the spread of the nitre bush on the Riverine Plein, 


Ecos: No,22, CSIRO, 


Roser Thomas would like to buy the following books: 

“A Bushman's Hervest™ and “A Bushman's Year" by Jack Hyettj . and 
WNaturelist's Diary” by Norman Wakefield . Write to: : S 
Box 42, Linton, 3560, or phone 447270. 
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